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invention in the departments of the profes-
sion which they exercise, and greater success
than their brethren iiil. practice. MM.

CIVIALE and LE ROY D’ETIOLLEs did not

make their discoveries in lithotrity because
they attended specially to the pathology of the
urinary organs, but they became 11 

spe-
cialists" because they had made those dis-
coveries. Nor can they lay claim to even
the greater part of the improvements which
have since been made in that department of
surgery, for most of them may, certainly,
be ascribed to surgeons in general
practice. These gentlemen are also re-

proached in Paris with being too much
attached to their favourite modes of operating,
at least of over-advocating them in their writ-
ings, and other eminent hospital surgeons
are, consequently, considered by the profes-
sion to be even better authorities on lithotrity
than its originators, and generally said to be
equally successful in its performance. As

regards orthopasdy, it is justly remarked
that we owe its most important operations-
such as the section of the sterno-cleido-

mastoideus, of the tendo Achillis, and of
the muscles of the eye-to DUPUYTREN,
DELPECH, and DIEFFENBACH, who certainly I
were not " specialists ;" and in all the Paris ’’,
surgical wards these operations are still
every day performed with as much skill and I
success as in any orthopaedic institution.
The great objection to professing and prac-
tising special branches of medicine is, ’I
in our opinion, the tendency of the habit to i
make mere traders of those who practise
them. Praise and honour are due to the
man who, having directed his attention ’,
accidentally or intentionally drawn to one.

department of medicine more than to others,
and having thus acquired superior know-
ledge in that department, devotes himself to i

it, heart and soul, with a view to perfect his
art for the benefit of suffering humanity, to

enlarge the boundaries of science, and at the
same time to acquire an honourable position
in the profession and society; but how few
are there among special practitioners who
are thus actuated ! Most of them are influ-
enced in their proceedings solely by the hope
of gain-ever ready to seize any means of

acquiring notoriety, we cannot call itfume-
ever anxious to assume even a false reputation
for knowledge and skill. In Paris, where
orthopaedy is pursued to an extent that is
unknown in our own country, but few who
practise it are entirely free from this blame,

and some few certainly deserve only the

satirical title of &laquo; boarding-house keepers
for the deformed." Even the scientific M.
GUERIN is not altogether free from attack on
this score. His statistical report of successful
cases-for it was nothing else-was pub.
lished in all the Paris journals and profusely
distributed in the provinces, as if he wished
it to answer the double purpose of replying
to his antagonists and advertising his cures;
at least, such is the intrepretation that his
colleagues in journalism and hospital labours
appear to give it. Poor GUERIN ! He has
raised a hornet’s nest around his head and
will not come unstung from the attack.
As the trial involves a general question of

great interest, our readers shall know, in
due time, how matters get on with the Paris
" specialists."

A PLAIN VERSION

OF THE

NEW CHARTER OF THE COLLEGE
OF SURGEONS

IN

LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS.*

THE Charter commences by a greeting
from the Queen" to all to whom these presents
shall come." It then states that the College
was incorporated under the charter, 40th
Geo. III., and that the College has since

been governed according to the provisions
of that charter, a supplemental charter, 3rd
Geo. IV., and certain by-laws and ordinances
made by the Council.

Next, the new Charter recites that the

* This analysis contains everything that is
to be found in the Charter, excepting the

legal technicalities and quaint phrases which
the law-agent of the Council had employed
in its construction, although, as will be seen,
the whole of them could not be set aside.

The exposition has been faithfully rendered,
and may prove acceptable to the members

of a profession who, in the pursuit of science, 
having been taught to express their own

thoughts and facts in brief, simple, and

intelligible language, naturally desire to find
the announcements of others similarly con-

veyed.
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corporation consists of members created by
the charter of Geo. III., or by letters, issued
under the College seal, testifying the quali-
fications of other members to practise sur-
gery ; that the College is governed by a
Council of twenty-one members, ten of

whom are examiners of candidates for the

diploma, one of the ten being president, and
two others vice-presidents, of the College, the
two principal sergeant-surgeons of the crown,
and the surgeon to the forces, if members of the
Council, being privileged to become exami-
ners, at vacancies, before all other persons ;
that privilege, however, being taken, by the
new Charter, from all future sergeant-sur-
geons and surgeons of forces.

But her Majesty says that in order
" more effectually to promote and encourage
the study and practice of surgery," it seems
to her to be expedient, first, that 41 a new

class of members, to be called Fellows,
should be created," who should, when

receiving the 11 diploma of their fellowship,"
be older than the present " ordinary mem-
bers" of the College. Secondly, that the
Council of twenty-one should be increased in
number. Thirdly, that all future councillors
should be chosen from the class of 11 Fellows."

Fourthly, that those councillors should not
hold office for life. Fifthly, that the Council
should not any longer be self-elected, but be
elected by " the body of such Fellows."

Sixthly, that certain alterations should be
made in the election of examiners. And

seventhly, that " certain further powers and

privileges should be granted to the College."
And then her Majesty declares that she has
granted the new Charter (the provisions of
which she next defines) of her own " espe-
cial grace and mere motion," at 11 the humble
petition of the said Royal College," her

Majesty having previously described that

College-its 11 body politic and corporate"&mdash;
as consisting of persons who were created
members thereof by the Charter of Geo.

III., or constituted members by 11 letter
testimonial (under the common seal of the
College) of the respective qualifications of
such persons to practise the art and science
of surgery," in fact, the whole of the mem-
bers of the College who were alive at the

granting of the new Charter, Sept. 14th,
1843.

Then come the provisions of that Charter,
which first declares that henceforth the

College shall be styled 11 The Royal College

of Surgeons of England," and that the " new
class of members" shall be called " Fellows"
of the College.
That the existing Council of twenty-one,

and two hundred and fifty other members of
the College (or three hundred, but not more),
-to be elected and declared, before the 14th
of December next, by the Council of

twenty-one, as the " new class" of Fellows,
- together with " any such other persons" as
the said Council shall, between the 14th of
December, 1843, and the 14th of September,
1844,-think fit to add to the said new class
-that these shall be the future 11 electors of
the Council." Her Majesty adds that the
two hundred and fifty (or three hundred)
Fellows shall be elected and publicly de-
clared by the Council with " all convenient
speed" before the 14th of December, 1843,
and that the said Fellows shall be elected
"in such manner as the Council deem best."
And that the Council shall, before the 14th
of February, 1844, enrol in the Court of

Chancery a " general diploma" (framed as
they may think fit) containing a schedule of
the names of such Fellows.

That the Fellows whom the Council may
appoint between December 14th, 1843, and
September 14th, 1844, shall not pay any fee
for their new diplomas ; that they shall have
reached the age of twenty-five years; that
they shall have complied with all such

regulations as the Council may have

directed ; and that they shall have passed
a " special examination," as directed by the
Council ; their admittance being by diploma,
under seal of the College. The persons so

elected Fellows need not be already members
of the College, but are to become members

by virtue of their admission as Fellows.
That every 11 Fellow" elected after Sep-

tember 14th, 1844, who has not already paid
a fee to the College as a member, shall pay,
not more than 311. 10s. (besides the stamp
duty on his diploma) for his admittance as
aforesaid.

That all diplomas granted to Fellows
before Sept. 14th, 1844, shall be numbered,
in order to show the " priority of such

diplomas among themselves."
That in the College-hall, or some other

place, according to the pleasure of the Coun-
cil, there shall be kept a register (according
to seniority) of all the Fellows (with or

without mention of their places of residence)
for inspection of the members, according to
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such " reasonable and proper regulations"’
as the Council may choose to direct. In
this book the present Council of twenty-one
are to be named first ; then are to come the
names of the Fellows elected before Dec.

14th, 1843, arranged there as in the " gene-
ral diploma" that is to be enrolled in Chan-
cery ; and then the others, according to the
numbers on their diplomas.

That from this time forth no ordinary member
of the College shall be " eligible as a member
of the Council." Nor any person (Fellow or
not) who practises 11 midwifery or phar-
macy," or who has practised either at any time
during the five preceding years ; nor unless
he resides and practises surgery within five
miles of the General Post-office, London.
And if at any time any member of the Coun-
cil practises midwifery or pharmacy, or

ceases to reside within the said five miles,
he shall be 11 livable to removal from the
Council."

That the present Council of twenty-one
shall continue councillors for life, their num-
ber being increased to twenty-four, by the
addition of three from the new class of Fellows

(who all shall be " elective, and be elected
periodically,") on Thursday, July the 4th,
1844, or before August the 4th, 1844. And

on the first Thursday of every future July
(" for ever, hereafter," says her Majesty),
or within a month thereafter, three such
Fellows shall be chosen members of the

Council, in manner following, and for the
following purpose :-Supposing that among
the " life members of the Council," there
shall be one vacancy, and less than three 

I

vacancies, then a corresponding number of
what the Charter calls " elective members
of the Council" (or, to use the confused
words of the document, " such less number

of such elective members as, with the num-
ber of vacancies in that year among the life

members, will make up the number three")
shall go out of office-(we quote the Charter)
&mdash;" upon the day whereon such three Fellows
shall be chosen to be members as aforesaid,
so that the number of the Council shall at
no time exceed twenty-four." If, in any
future year, three, or more than three, of the
"life members" die, then " none of the
elective members shall go out of office in
that year, and three Fellows (and three

only) shall be chosen to fill up three of such
vacancies among the life members." Any
vacancies more than three among the life

members in that year, shall be filled up as

vacancies occurring in the next year or

years. But whenever the " elective mem-

bers" of the Council shall be twenty-four
in number, three of the twenty-four (those
of longest standing without re-election) shall
quit office on that day, in every year, on
which day three new members of the Council
shall be elected, " as aforesaid." The three

departing members may, however, be re-
elected to office.

’ If an 11 elective" member of Council
dies (or otherwise quits office), excepting by
rotation, as aforesaid, a new councillor shall
presently be elected, who shall holdofficeuntil
the time when the departed councillor would,
by rotation, have left it, and he may then
be re-elected to his office.
The 15th clause of the Charter states how

the members of Council are to be elected.
It gives their election to the Fellows (coun.
cillors included) fifteen of them being com-
petent, if no more are present, to proceed to
the election, and who are to vote in per-
son (not by proxy) by ballot (the majority
of balls or votes to decide), at a meeting
convened for that purpose. The president,
or a vice-president, or (in his absence) a
senior member of the Council, is to be chair-
man at the meeting, which may be ad-

journed, from day to day, to complete the
business, no other sort of business being per-
formed at it. The Council are to deter-

mine what sort of notice of vacancies and
elections shall be given. Unless a Fellow
is 11 announced," according to a by-law of the
Council, " to be eligible to be elected, or re-
elected," and according to the priority of his
name in the register-book, he shall not be

ballotted for as a councillor; and, if thus
once " passed by" (or not nominated accor-
ding to the will and pleasure of the Council),
or once black-balled, he shall never be
11 eligible" for election, unless the Council
choose to make a special by-law in his

favour. But if twice " passed by" or black-
balled, then he shall "for ever thereafter
cease to be eligible," even in the face of any
by-law.
No Fellow shall be regarded as eligible to

be elected a member of the Council unless
he presents to the fifteen or more electors a

certificate, signed by a specified number of
other Fellows, declaring that he is a fit and
proper person for election, and neither con-
taminates his hands with midwifery or

pharmacy, nor lives beyond the five-mile
circle aforementioned.
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The present ten examiners of the College
shall continue in office for life, and the num-
ber of ten examiners shall not be increased.
All future examiners shall be elected from the

Council or any of the Fellows, by the

Council, continuing in office only so long as
the Council may think fit.

Any member of the Council, whether an
examiner or not, may, in future, be elected

president or vice-president.
Six examiners may form a court for busi-

ness.

Any Fellow or member of the College
admitted to the College after December

14th, 1843, who may be found guilty, on
inquiry by the Council, of having ob-

tained his diploma by fraud, or has, at any
time of his life, " before or after obtaining
it," says the Charter, violated any by-law or
rule of the College, shall thenceforth cease

to belong to the College.
In every other respect than such as is

named in this new Charter, the Council of
the College are to retain the powers and

privileges granted to them in the two pre-
vious charters; but all future by-laws or
ordinances of the College and Council must
be approved, before enforcement, by one of
her Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State,
or in such other manner as her Majesty may
direct.

The last clause provides against any
blunders that may have been made in draw-

ing the Charter being adduced at law as
evidence of its illegality.

WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY.

Saturday, October 28, 1813.

Dr. REID, President.
THE following members were elected to

fill the vacant offices :-As president, Mr.
Fisher; vice-president, Dr. Sayer ; members
of council, Drs. F. Bird and Griffiths, and
Messrs. Storks, Brooke, Leese, Snow, Skegg,
Dunn, Lavies, and Wells.
Dr. J. B. THOMPSON exhibited a drawing

of "The Vegetable or Bulrush Caterpillar."
He agreed with Mr. Owen, in opposition to
the opinion of Sir W. Hooker, that the para-
site insinuated itself about the neck of the
insect before the caterpillar inhumed itself
in the light vegetable soil at the foot of the
tree from which it dropped, and from it, in its
sickening state, it was unable to free itself.
The parasite was consequently warmed and
nourished by the insect’s body, and there
lying in a motionless state, vegetated, and
not only impeded the process of change in

the chrysalis, but occasioned the death of the
insect.
The discussion this evening had reference

chiefly to ovarian dropsy and its treat-
ment.
Dr. F. BIRD, in reply to various questions,

stated that the patient on whom he had ope-
rated two months since by removing an ova-
rian cyst, was in a state of perfect health.
The most interesting point connected with
the case, at the present time, was the proba-
bility that since the operation she had be-
come pregnant. A sufficient time had not
yet elapsed to determine this question satis-
factorily, but the suppression of the cata-
menia, the condition of the areola, and of the
heart, as also the presence of other symptoms
of early pregnancy, rendered it probable that
she was really in that condition. Whilst

speaking of this case he might observe that
although previous to the operation she had
been tapped as many as ten times, and this

nearly always in the same place, yet there
existed no adhesion whatever in that part.
He had found this to be the case in another
instance of ovarian dropsy which he had
examined after death, and in which the pa-
tient had been several times tapped.
Mr. BROOKE recollected a case of ovarian

dropsy in which tapping had been resorted
to on four or five occasions, and no adhesion
whatever had taken place.
Mr. ERICHSEN thought the absence of ad-

hesion in these and similar cases might be ex-
plained on the supposition that the adhesions
were broken through on the refilling of the
sac, and its consequent rising in the

belly.
Mr. HANCOCK was of opinion that adhe-

sion did not take place at all in these cases.
When the fluid was evacuated the sac be-
came collapsed and fell down, and conse-

quently was not in contact with the perito-
neum. In cases in which operation for the
removal of ovarian cysts was resorted to,
might there not be a reasonable fear of the
presence of smaller cysts in the opposite
ovary ? He had seen cases in which the
operation had been performed on one side,
and the opposite side had been found, after
death, affected in the same manner, but not
to the same extent. Was it not possible that
by the removal of the disease on one side
you might light it up on the other?
Dr. F. BIRD observed that in the case in

which he had operated the opposite ovary
was healthy. He had taken some pains to
determine the question as to how frequently
both ovaria were affected, and had found,
out of fifty cases occurring in Guy’s Hospital,
that not more than one-fourth of them were
so affected. The small cysts found in the
ovaria after death were not of so much im-

portance, and did not appear to have in-
creased in size. They were analogous to
those cysts frequently found in the kidney,
and lately described by Mr. Paget.


